
Macalister Demonstration Farm Update 500 (Week ending 16th August 2019) 

 
Paddock 33 is being grazed now and at 62 days rested it has 3.5 leaves regrown at an average leaf 

appearance rate of 18 days. The grazing rest time has drifted out to 60 days because the current milker 

stocking rate is simply not high enough yet to eat out the paddocks more quickly. There is 1,500 kg DM/ha 

of good milker feed (feed re-grown since the previous grazing) on offer. This means the growth rate, held 

against the 62 days since last grazing, is 24 kg DM/ha/day.   

Milk solids per cow look a bit low at the moment but, with heifers coming in and cow numbers changing it 

is hard to be deadly accurate. It will be more meaningful once the cows themselves settle and numbers 

steady in the next couple of weeks before we worry too much. 

Spinner cuts (shallow surface drains) have been cut into all flood irrigated paddocks. The contractor is using 

a GPS controlled tractor so the cuts are perfectly straight and no marking out with pegs is needed to get the 

cut spacings right. The cuts are 60 mm deep, but every 30 metres the cutter is raised to leave an un-cut bit 

of half a metre or so. The cuts also stop 25 metres from the end of the bay. Because irrigation may be 

necessary very soon and the cuts will be bare, the latter two techniques are being used to ensure the 

irrigation water does not run only down the very clean cuts, but forces the water to spread across the bay.  

Water logging is a major problem on most flood irrigated land. The purpose of the spinner cuts is to remove 

water quickly once the front has passed and the soil is saturated. Water on fast, then off fast, is the goal. 

 



 
 

 
 
Frank Tyndall 
Dairyfarm Consultant Sale 0409 940 782 
ftyndall@ozemail.com.au    www.franktyndall.com.au   
Follow practical farm Twittering @frank_tyndall      

mailto:ftyndall@ozemail.com.au
http://www.franktyndall.com.au/
https://twitter.com/frank_tyndall

