Macalister Demonstration Farm Update 500 (Week ending 16th August 2019)

Paddock 33 is being grazed now and at 62 days rested it has 3.5 leaves regrown at an average leaf
appearance rate of 18 days. The grazing rest time has drifted out to 60 days because the current milker
stocking rate is simply not high enough yet to eat the paddocks more quickly. There is 1,500 kg DM/ha
of good milker feed (feed rgrown since the previous grazing) on offer. This means the growth rate, held
against the 62 days since last grazing, is 24 kg DM/ha/day.

Milk solids per cow look a bit loat the moment but, with heifers coming in and cow numbers changing it
is hard to be deadly accurate. It will be more meaningful once the cows themselves settle and numbers
steady in the next couple of weeks before we worry too much.

Spinner cuts (shallowusface drains) have been cut into all flood irrigated paddocks. The contractor is using
a GPS controlled tractor so the cuts are perfectly straight and no marking out with pegs is needed to get the
cut spacings right. The cuts are 60 mm deep, but evemeées the cutter is raised to leave an-ouat bit

of half a metre or so. The cuts also stop 25 metres from the end of the bay. Because irrigation may be
necessary very soon and the cuts will be bare, the latter two techniques are being used to ensure the
irrigation water does not run only down the very clean cuts, but forces the water to spread across the bay.
Water logging is a major problem on most flood irrigated land. The purpose of the spinner cuts is to remove
water quickly once the front has passadd the soil is saturated. Water on fast, then off fast, is the goal.
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Macalister Demonstration Farm

FEED MARGIN LAST One Month | TEN DAYS | Monthly THIS TEN | ANOTHER
1|PERFORMANCE YEAR ago AGO | TARGET | DAYS FARM Units
2 Ten days to date:| 10/Aug/18 | 10/Jul/19 | 31/Jul/19 August 10/Aug/19 | 10/Aug/19
3 Milker graze area 51 47 47 65 47 108 ha
4 Milkers 100 100 95 157 110 315 head
5 Stocking rate 2.0 2.1 2.0 2.4 23 2.9 cows/ha
6 Grazing allocation 1/ 60 45 55 45 35 th of graze area
7 Average graze rest time 60 42 51 57 35 days
8 mm irrigation/hectare/day 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 mm water/ha/day
9 Element Nitrogen 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.4 1.0 kg element/ha/day
10 Element Phosphorus 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.05 kg element/ha/day
11 Element Potassium 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.20 kg element/ha/day
12 Renovation $0.25 $0.25 $0.25 $0.25 $0.05 $/ha/day
13 Topping $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $/ha/day
14 Estm'd grass consmp'n (incl cons'vd forage) 15 16 16 24 18 25 kg DM/ha/day
15 Grass consum'd per cow 7.8 7.3 7.7 9.9 7.7 8.5 kg DM/cow/day
16 Grass growing spend|  $1.67 $1.39 $1.39 $1.39 $1.88 $/ha/day
17 Estm'd grass price $109 $90 $89 $78 $76 $/T DM
18 Conc (incl additives)supp fed/cow 50 6.3 4.5 4.5 4.5 5.0 kg DM/cow/day
19 Hay/silage supp fed/cow 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 kg DM/cow/day
20 Other supp fed/cow 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 kg DM/cow/day
21 Estim'd supp waste 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% %
22 Conc (incl additives)supp price $428 $523 $523 $523 $522 $/T DM
23 Hay/silage supp price $378 $/T DM
24 Other supp price $378 $/T DM
25 Feed Conversion Efficiency 83 89 82 87 96 kg MS/tonne DM
26| Total feed intake/cow 12.6 13.4 12.1 14.3 12.0 15.1 kg DM/cow/day
27 Energy density of diet 12.6 124 12.6 12.6 12.2 MJ ME/kg DM
28 Crude protein % of diet|  19.3% 18.2% 19.6% 19.6% 20.8% % CP
29 NDF Fibre in diet| 29.5% 28.1% 30.3% 30.3% 34.9% % NDF
30 Estm'd body condt'n change 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.10 0.10 kg LWT/cow/day
31 Litres/cow 14.7 16.3 14.1 21.1 14.4 19.4 l/cow/day
32 Fattest 3.36% 3.58% 3.14% 3.61% 3.41% 4.02% %
33 Protein test| 3.88% 3.86% 3.99% 3.68% 3.90% 3.60% %
34 Fat per cow 0.49 0.58 0.44 0.76 0.49 0.78 kg/cow/day
35 Protein per cow 0.57 0.63 0.56 0.78 0.56 0.70 kg/cow/day
36 Milk Solids per cow 1.06 1.21 1.00 1.54 1.05 1.48 kg/cow/day
37 Milk price (less levies)/kg MS|  $6.13 $7.30 $7.50 $6.36 $6.11 $/kg MS
38 Milk price (less levies)/litre|  $0.443 $0.543 $0.534 $0.465 $0.465 $ per litre
39 Fat return per cow|  $2.08 $2.80 $2.12 $2.04 $3.24 $/cow/day
40 Protein return per cow| $4.79 $6.03 $5.39 $4.66 $5.81 $/cow/day
41 Volume charge per cow $0.37 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $/cow/day
42 Milk income/cow $6.51 $8.82 $7.51 $6.70 $9.05 $/cow/day
43 All feed cost/cow|  $2.97 $3.95 $3.04 $2.95 $3.96 $/cow/day
44 Margin over all Feed/cow|  $3.54 $4.87 $4.47 $6.53 $3.76 $5.09 $/cow/day
45 MOAF /ha /day| $6.93 $10.37 $9.03 $15.81 $8.79 $14.85  |$/ha/day
46 Farm MOAF per DAY $354 $487 $424 $1,027 $413 $1,603  |$/day
Feed cost $/kg MS $2.80 $2.67
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